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<TEXT>I understand that there is an initiative that would
effectively raise the phone bills of the small volume users of
phone service, hurting many in the population that the Universal
Service Fund is intended to assist. As a pastor I know how
significant this kind of shift in funding policy can be both for
small local operations and busineeses (such as my own ministry)
and for the poor and aged. 

I strongly urge you to reject the flat fee proposal on
contributions are made to the Universal Service Fund. I am
concerned that this proposal could make my current service and
that of many of my church members unaffordable. 

Under the flat fee proposal, those who make few long distance
calls would pay the same as people or businesses that make many
calls. In other words, low-volume and primarily residential
customers would bear the same universal service fund burden as a
high-volume residential or business customers. This seems unfair
indeed.

I use my own wireless phone largely as a benefit to the
community and as atool for my local ministry. It does not seem
fair to have that usage taxed more so that big businesses using
sevices at much greater volume can pay less than their share. I
again urge you to reject the proposal to move the USF collection
system to a flat-fee. 

Sincerely,

Rev. John Stendahl
Lutheran Church of the Newtons
1310 Centre St.
Newton, Massachusetts 02459-1544


